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1.

Now Moses, tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian, drove the flock
into the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2. An angle of the Eternal appeared
to him in a blazing fire out of a bush. He gazed, and there was a bush all aflame, yet the bush was
not consumed. 3. Moses said, “I must turn aside to look at this marvelous sight; why doesn’t the
bush burn up?” 4. When the Eternal saw that he had turned aside to look, God called to him out of
the bush: “Moses! Moses!” He answered, “Here I am.” 5. And [God] said, “Do not come closer!
Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you stand is holy ground!” 6. and
continued, “I am the God of your ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 7. And the Eternal continued,
“I have marked well the plight of My people in Egypt and have heeded their outcry because of
their taskmasters; yes, I am mindful of their sufferings. 8. I have come down to rescue them from
the Egyptians and to bring them out of that land to a good and spacious land, a land flowing with
milk and honey, the region of tha Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the
Hivities, and the Jebusites. 9. Now the cry of the Israelites has reached Me; moreover, I have seen
how the Egyptians oppress them. 10. Come, therefore, I will send you to Pharaoh, and you shall
free My people, the Israelites, from Egypt.”
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6.

Jacob shall come to take root, Israel shall blossom and bloom. They shall fill the earth with fruit like a
medlar when it sends forth runners. 7. Did God strike [Israel] down like others who were struck? Was
[Israel] slain as [God] slew the slayers? 8. God contended with them, send them off with a hot blast, as on
the day the east wind comes. 9. See, now: thus shall Jacob’s sin be atoned, and this will be the result of
removing its guilt: when they grind all their altar stones into powered limestone, when none of the sacred
posts and incense-altars are left standing. 10. The fortified city is empty, its homes deserted, forsaken like a
wilderness; there calves graze, and there lie down, and consume [the] branches [of the trees]. 11. When the
crown withers, they crack; women come and use them to kindle fires. Since this people has no
understanding, their Maker will show them no pity, their Creator will show them no mercy. 12. But there
will come a day when, from the river Euphrates to Egypt’s Nile, God will beat out [the peoples like grain]
and you will be picked up one by one, O people of Israel! 13. And on that day a great shofar shall be
sounded: Those lost in Assyria, those banished to Egypt, shall come back and worship the Eternal on the
holy mountain, in Jerusalem.

