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4. There shall be no needy among you—since the Eternal your God will bless you in the land that 
the Eternal your God is giving you as a hereditary portion—  5. If only you heed the Eternal your 
God and take care to keep all this Instruction that I enjoin upon you this day.  6. For the Eternal 
your God will bless you as promised: you will extend loans to many nations, but require none 
yourself; you will dominate many nations, but they will not dominate you.  7. If, however, there is 
a needy person among you, one of your kin in any of your settlements in the land that the Eternal 
your God is giving you, do not harden your heart and shut your hand against your needy kin.  8. 
Rather, you must open you hand and lend whatever is sufficient to meet the need.  9. Beware lest 
you harbor the base thought, “The seventh year, the year of remission, is approaching,” so that you
are mean and give nothing to your needy kin—who cry out to the Eternal against you, and you 
will incur guilt.  10. Give readily and have no regrets when you do so, for in return the Eternal your 
God will bless you in all your efforts and in all your undertakings.  11. For there will never cease to 
be needy ones in your land, which is why I command you: open your hand to the poor and needy 
kin in your land.  12. If a fellow Hebrew man—or woman—is sold to you, he shall serve you six 
years, and in the seventh year you shall set him free.
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11. Ah, unhappy, storm-tossed soul, with none to comfort you: I will make garnets your building-
stones, and sapphires your foundations.  12. I will build your towers with rubies, your gates with 
precious stones, your border with gems.  13. All your children shall be taught by the Eternal, and 
great shall be the happiness of your children.  14. You shall be established in righteousness, safe 
from oppression, and unafraid; safe from terror—it should not come near you.  15. Should any 
attack you, it will not be My doing; whoever attacks you will fall on your account.  16. It is I who 
created the smith who fans the coal in the fire and forges weapons by his work; I also create the 
destroyer to wreak havoc.  17. No weapon fashioned against you can succeed; you shall defeat all 
who rise to accuse you. That is the heritage of the Eternal’s servants, and I am the Source of their 
vindication, says the Eternal.


