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1.

The Eternal One spoke to Moses, saying: 2. This shall be the ritual for a leper at the time of
being purified. When it has been reported to the priest, 3. the priest shall go outside the camp. If
the priest sees that the leper has been healed of the scaly affection, 4. the priest shall order two live
pure birds, cedar wood, crimson stuff, and hyssop to be brought for the one to be purified. 5. The
priest shall order one of the birds slaughtered over fresh water in an earthen vessel; 6. and he shall
take the live bird, along with the cedar wood, the crimson stuff, and the hyssop, and dip them
together with the live bird in the blood of the bird that was slaughtered over the fresh water. 7. He
shall then sprinkle it seven times on the one to be purified of the eruption and effect the
purification; and he shall set the live bird free in the open country. 8. The one to be purified shall
wash those clothes, shave off all hair, and bathe in water—and then shall be pure. After that, the
camp may be entered but one must remain outside one’s tent seven days. 9. On the seventh day all
hair shall be shaved off—of head, beard [if any], and eyebrows. Having shaved off all hair, the
person shall wash those clothes and bathe the body in water—and then shall be pure.
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3.

At the entrance to the gate were four men, all lepers. They said to one another, “Why should we
sit here until we die? 4. If we decide to go into the city, we will die of the famine; and if we remain
here, we will die as well; better to desert to the Aramean camp: if they let us live, we will live; if
they put us to death, we will be dead!” 5. At twilight they made their way toward the Aramean
camp. When they reached the edge of the camp, they found not a soul. 6. The Eternal had caused
the Arameans to hear the sounds of horses and chariots, the sounds of a large army, so they had
thought: The king of Israel must have paid the kings of the Hittites and of Egypt to attack us! 7.
And they had run away at twilight; leaving their tents, their horses, their mules, everything in their
camp, just as it was, they had fled for their lives.

