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16.  Take care not to be lured away to serve other gods and bow to them.  17. For the Eternal’s anger 
will flare up against you, shutting up the skies so that there will be no rain and the ground will not 
yield its produce; and you will soon perish from the good land that the Eternal is assigning to you. 
18. Therefore impress these My words upon your very heart: bind them as a sign on your hand and 
let them serve as a symbol on your forehead,  19. and teach them to your children—reciting them 
when you stay at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you get up;  20. and 
inscribe them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates—  21. to the end that you and your 
children may endure, in the land that the Eternal swore to your fathers to assign to them, as long as
there is a heaven over the earth.  22. If, then, you faithfully keep all this Instruction that I command 
you, loving the Eternal your God, walking in all God’s ways, and holding fast to [God],  23. the 
Eternal will dislodge before you all these nations: you will dispossess nations greater and more 
numerous than you.  24. Every spot on which your foot treads shall be yours: your territory shall 
extend from the wilderness to the Lebanon and from the River—the Euphrates—to the Western 
Sea.  25. No one shall stand up to you: the Eternal your God will put the dread and fear of you over 
the whole land in which you set foot, as promised.
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14. Zion says, “The Eternal has forsaken me; my Sovereign has forgotten me.”  15. Can a mother 
forget her babe, or stop loving the child of her womb? Even these could forget, but I could not 
forget you!  16. Indeed, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; your safety is continually 
in My thoughts.  17. Your builders drive out your destroyers, and those who wrought havoc with 
you depart from you.  18. Look up and see: they are gathering and coming to you, all of them!
As I live—says the Eternal One—you shall put all of them on like ornaments, you shall bind them 
on yourself like a bride.  19. Your ruins, your abandoned places, your desolated land, shall soon be 
crowded with people, while those who sought to devour you shall be far off.


